In 2013, the Board of the Directors of the Metabolomics Society commissioned a new award scheme to recognise the excellent research published in the journal Metabolomics. Each year, the Society will recognise the top papers within the following categories:
• Best Paper Award-for the paper with the highest total number of citations during the previous three years. The first author of the winning paper receives a gift certificate from Springer, a certificate from the President of the Society, a front cover image in the Metabolomics journal, and the paper will be made open access for 30 days. The first author of the runnerup paper receives a certificate from the President of the Society.
• Highest Download Award-for the paper with the highest total number of downloads during the previous three years. The first authors of the winning and runnerup papers each receive a certificate from the President of the Society.
Only primary research papers and ''best practice'' papers are eligible for these publication awards, which will be announced annually at the international Metabolomics Society conference, typically held in June. 
